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with them.   In alarm, they simply reacted :  they ceased
to think.
Unsteadfast minds, ignorant of their real objectives,
vacillating between the Peace Ballot and the City, naturally
they could not answer a simple question in thirty-six
hours. And Friday is the beginning of the English
week-end.
The French Minister also saw the Emperor, and did not
leave without impressing upon him the unwisdom of
defending his capital : not because many Ethiopians would
be killed, but because valuable foreign lives and property,
parasitic on the Ethiopian system, would be endangered
by the Italian artillery. Many of these foreigners already
lay huddled in the heavy Armenian atmosphere of an
artificial cavern at the French Legation. Their absence
from the town, their closed shops, the immense stores of
liquor behind the shutters imported to soften the hearts of
the victorious army : all had combined to aggravate the
idea of panic in the town and exercised a natural fascination
on the appetites of the poorer Abyssinian. I felt like
looting them myself.
The cave life at the French Legation was responsible for
the riots which were to follow. They manufactured the
panic, coolly and deliberately : they suffer now.
The American Minister visited the Emperor on a less
sinister mission : America's interests in Ethiopia are only a
little larger than her responsibilities under the Covenant.
All he wanted to do was to present his new credentials. He
noted that the Emperor's hair had grown longer in retreat:
it was not his function to be more profound.
The Emperor entered his Council. All were very quiet.
Vermouth was served to the officers and chiefs with him.
The great men of Shoa bowed and kissed his feet. Dark
Kassa loomed behind him.
They conferred in hushed tones for hours. No decision
was taken, but the feeling of the Council seemed to be for
moving west.
It was only later that the Emperor was able to take full
stock of the military situation, and to find how thoroughly
he had been betrayed by the officials whom he had left in
charge at Addis Ababa,

